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Boise Area Voter Survey

405 voters in Idaho Legislative Districts 

10,12-21

February 6 – 11, 2008

Research conducted by 
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Q6

By a margin of more than a 10 to 1, voters believe the rights of customers and 

employees to breathe clean air are more important than the rights of smokers

Please indicate which of the following you think is more important: [Rotate]

The rights of customers and employees to breathe clean air in indoor workplaces, restaurants, bowling centers and 

bars, OR 

The rights of smokers to smoke in indoor workplaces, restaurants, bowling centers and bars

83%

11%

7%

customer & employee rights more important

smokers’ rights more important

don’t know

57% of smokers agree that the 

rights of customers and employees 

are more important than their right 

to smoke.
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By a margin of more than a 10 to 1, voters believe the rights of customers and 

employees to breathe clean air are more important than the rights of smokers

Please indicate which of the following you think is more important: [Rotate]

The rights of customers and employees to breathe clean air in indoor workplaces, restaurants, bowling centers and 

bars, OR 

The rights of smokers to smoke in indoor workplaces, restaurants, bowling centers and bars

Q6

79%

63%

74%

62%

78%

73%

77%

68%

8%

15%

10%

14%

11%

8%

10%

13%

71% 11%

7%

6%

5%

9%

7%

7%

5%

9%

8%

All Voters

Women

Men

Democrats

Independents

Republicans

Age 18-44

Age 45-59

Age 60+

Much more Somewhat more Smokers
Total C & E

83%

87%

78%

84%

89%

76%

81%

87%

81%
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A clear majority of voters prefer a candidate for city council 

who voted to prohibit smoking in most indoor public places

57%

19%

Candidate who voted

FOR a local ordinance to

prohibit smoking

Candidate who voted

AGAINST a local

ordinance to prohibit

smoking

Democrats Republicans

62% 66%

20% 11%

If you had a choice of two candidates for city council, would you vote for: [Rotate order]

–a candidate who voted FOR a local ordinance that would prohibit smoking in most indoor public places including, indoor workplaces, restaurants, bowling 

centers and bars.

OR

–a candidate who voted AGAINST a local ordinance that would prohibit smoking in most indoor public places including, indoor workplaces, restaurants, bowling 

centers and bars.

For which of these candidates would you vote?

Q5
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86%

74%

63%

82%

81% 18%

33%

22%

12%

17%

All Voters

Non-

smokers

Smokers

Men

Women

Very / fairly Somewhat / not at all

8 out of 10 voters say exposure to second-hand smoke is harmful to people’s health

How harmful do you feel that exposure to second-hand cigarette smoke is to people’s health –

very harmful, fairly harmful, just somewhat harmful, or not at all harmful?

18%

Somewhat / 

Not at all

81%

Very / 

fairly

Very

64%

Not 

4%

Fairly 

17%

Somewhat

14%

D

K

Q7
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If a bar were non-smoking only, would you be more likely to go to that bar, less likely to 

go there, or would it make no difference in your decision?

25%

41%

31%

31%34%

39%

47%

51%

37% 31% 10%

9%

11%

9%

24%

All Voters

Go to bars -

monthly or more

Go to bars - less

than monthly

City of Boise

Rest of voters

More likely No difference Less likely

If a bar is non-smoking only, most Boise area voters will be just as likely or more 

likely to go to that bar

More likely

37%

Less 

likely 

10%

No difference

31%

Don’t go 

to bars

15%

DK

7%

Q9
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Voters overwhelmingly agree that all workers should be protected from exposure to 

second-hand smoke in the workplace & bars would be healthier for employees and 

customers if they were smoke -free

69% 16%

12%

13%

72% 15%

Bars would be

healthier for

employees and

customers if they

were smoke-free

All workers

should be

protected from

exposure to

second-hand

smoke in the

workplace

Agree - strongly Agree - not strongly Disagree
Total 

Agree

87%

85%

Q11b

Q11a


