LTE Talking Points 
Should you choose to create your own LTE keep in mind the word count must stay under 250.  Make sure to state in some fashion you are a resident of which ever community and finish the letter with a definite “ask” of the  your City Council to protect your workers from secondhand smoke.
Introductory sentence:
· YOUR COMMUNITY is a great community to live in.  
· I am proud to call YOUR COMMUNITY my home. 

· It’s about time!  As a resident, I was thrilled to see the media about Hayden Council considering going smoke free.   

· My family has chosen to make YOUR COMMUNITY our home for many reasons.

· I have been a resident of YOUR COMMUNITY for ___ years.

Something positive about YOUR COMMUNITY:
· We as a community have worked hard to sustain an exemplary quality life.  

· YOUR COMMUNITY continues to do a great job in moving towards being one of the most livable communities in Idaho.

· I can’t express how happy I am, and proud of my own community, Hayden, that we are considering taking the final step in creating a smoke free city.  

· We are a pro active community that takes pride in our healthy lifestyle.

· YOUR COMMUNITY is a friendly and family oriented town.  

· We are a community that has been progressive in creating a healthy, attractive and livable city and this includes its view of smoke free policies. 
· We continue to grow and it’s exciting to see us growing in a positive way. 

State the Issue:

· Second hand smoke can cause or aggravate among other things cancer, respiratory infections, heart disease, and asthma.

· No one should have to choose between a good job and good health.
· Let’s face it, people like to gather in bars on a Friday or Saturday night.

· Bar workers should be protected the same way every other worker in Idaho is currently.

· Second hand smoke has been proven to be a dangerous health hazard.

· Virtually all workers are protected from the hazards of second hand smoke; bar workers are the final large class of workers left unprotected.

· Shouldn’t we be protecting all our citizens from the dangers of second hand smoke? 

· I have travelled around quite a bit and am always disappointed when I come home and have to be subjected to second hand smoke when I choose to go to a bar with my friends.

· Several years ago Idaho legislators recognized the dangers of second hand smoke and implemented a state law that made just about every place smoke free.  For some reason bars weren’t part of that.

· I’ve had friends that work in the bar industry and they’ve told me about how congested and sick they get working in a smoky environment.  

The Reasoning:

· Providing a healthy work environment is a necessary part of being hospitable and family oriented.

· By going smoke free in all workplaces, including bars we show that the health of YOUR COMMUNITY’s employees matters to us.

· Let’s continue this positive growth by showing ALL of our employees that we care about them and their long term health.  

· Bars are one of the few places we can go and stay out late. I’ve been upset that bars weren’t part of the original smoke free law.  I’d go out more often if they were.

· We as a community need to take the next step and ensure that this commitment to a high quality of life is extended to all workers in YOUR COMMUNITY.  

· I want to live in a place that protects all workers from the hazards of second hand smoke.

The Ask:

· Implementing the proposed smoke free ordinance in Hayden will make me proud, demonstrating that our community is unafraid to take the lead in doing the right thing by our citizens.

· I for one will support Hayden businesses knowing that Hayden has chosen to do the right thing and protect all workers and patrons from second hand smoke.    
· We are ready to take the next step and ensure that this commitment to a high quality of life is extended to everyone in YOUR COMMUNITY no matter where they gather.  
· YOUR COMMUNITY City Council you’ve got my support!  
· It makes sense for us to be the first in Idaho to take this all important step in protecting our citizens from the dangers of second hand smoke.  (for Hayden residents only)
· I encourage the YOUR COMMUNITY city government to move forward with a city ordinance to make YOUR COMMUNITY smoke free.  
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